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The Ex Libris Exchange, was an art project inspired by a rare manuscript in the Médiathèque André Malraux 
[library] in Strasbourg.  The original journal was created  by a 20-year-old French soldier who fought in the 
American Revolution under General Rochambeau.

Although he had little formal education, the creator of the journal, Georg Daniel Flohr, meticulously recorded his 
observations about everyday life in the New World. After his tour of duty, Flohr spent two years in Strasbourg 
creating a 250-page journal with elegant script and detailed watercolor paintings based on his field notes.

Twenty-six artists were invited to participate in the project, half from Boston and half from Strasbourg. Each of 
the artists created a hand-made book in response to Flohr’s inspiring journal.

French Cultural Center 
Boston exhibition venue

Médiathèque André Malraux
Strasbourg Exhibition venue

Digital reproduction of Daniel Flohr’s
original manuscript



Strasbourg installation featuring the original journal in a glass case.

Director of the Rare Book and Manuscript Department 
with a special guest at the opening recpetion

Boston installation with posters and maps displayed in frames above the Ex Libris Exchange books
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